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a War in the Vatican? 
 

Controversy about a book from Benedict XVI and Cardinal Robert Sarah 
 
After the peaceful celebration of the mysteries of the birth of Our 
Lord, a bombshell exploded in Rome on January 13, 2020.  This 
was with the announcement of the publication of a book, co-
authored by Benedict XVI, Pope emeritus, and Cardinal Robert 
Sarah, presently prefect of the Congregation of Divine Worship.  
This book, entitled “From the Depths of our Hearts”, is 
presented as a strong defense of priestly celibacy, while simply 
reminding the constant teaching of the Church on that topic, 
back from the apostolic times.   
 
So, why the publication of a book on priestly celibacy is making 
such waves in Rome, and throughout the Catholic blogosphere?   
We can see two reasons: 
 

First, it is because of the timing of the book, as it comes shortly after the Amazon Synod, 
held in Rome last October.  Beside the scandal of the veneration of the Pachamama,  we 
should not forget that one of the main topics of that Synod was to introduce the idea of 
the ordination of married men “viri probati”, supposed to make up for the lack of priests 
in some remote areas, and particularly for the needs of the people living in the Amazon 
region. 
 
The official document that contains the conclusions of the Amazon Synod was supposed 
to be published before Christmas but has not yet been released.  Now, it just happened 
that a letter sent by Cardinal Hummes, General Rapporteur of the Synod and President 
of the Pan Amazonic Church Network, was made public.  This letter was sent to all the 
bishops of the world, to give them news about the imminent release of Pope Francis new 
Apostolic Exhortation called New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology, 
which is the official document that concludes the Amazon Synod.   In the same letter 
obtained by LifeSiteNews, Cardinal Hummes gives some guidelines to the bishops on 
how to present the Apostolic Exhortation in their respective diocese, along with 
resources taken from Pope Francis for the “proper” interpretation of the Apostolic 
Exhortation.  According to Cardinal Hummes, this Apostolic Exhortation on the Amazon 
Synod is supposed to be released by the end of January or in early February.   
 
We must wait and see if the conclusions of the Amazon Synod will be released as 
announced.  Why?  Because the “Conclusions of the Amazon Synod” are probably in 
contradiction with the contents of the book “From the Depths of our Hearts”, co-
authored by Benedict XVI and Cardinal Sarah. 
 



 

 

Modernists and Liberals from all over the world are in rage over the book of Benedict 
XVI and Cardinal Sarah.  According to journalist Antonio Socci, Pope Francis is also 
pretty upset about it, because it seems to undermine his agenda.   
 
At the same time, it is hard to believe that Pope Francis was not aware or didn’t give 
some kind of approval for the publication of book written on such an important topic by 
the pope emeritus and one of the key members of the Roman curia. 
 
What will happen next? It is difficult to know, because at the time of writing of these 
lines, the storm is not yet over.  Will the Vatican try to bury that controversy under the 
seal of silence, or are we going to see some heads to fall?  Hard to say, but in any case, 
we should not be troubled. 
 
For sure, no matter what kind of retaliation may or may not be taken against the people 
who are behind this new book, the agenda of the Amazon Synod and of Pope Francis is 
now suffering a substantial loss.  Meanwhile, we need to keep a supernatural outlook 
on these events, which Divine providence may use to prevent further damage to the 
Church.  Remember the promises of Our Lord: “I will be with you all days until the 
consummation of the world.”, and “the gates of hell shall not prevail against her (the 
Church).” 
 
But there is a second reason behind this present-day storm, which may be even more 
critical.   
 
The resignation of Pope Benedict XVI on February 28, 2013 paved the way to the election 
of Pope Francis.  Ever since, we have been used to see two popes cohabitating within 
the Vatican, Francis who carries on with the ‘active ministry’ and Benedict who claims 
to keep the ‘spiritual ministry’ of St. Peter.  Both dress in white and are keeping their 
respective titles of Francis and Benedict XVI.  This new situation is unheard in Church 
history.  As a matter of fact, the last time we had simultaneous popes in the Catholic 
Church, it was from 1378 till 1417, at the time of the Great Western Schism, when two 
or even three men claimed to be popes at the same time.  As each one was convinced 
that he was the true pope and could not admit that another one could pretend to be the 
successor of Peter, they excommunicated the other pope(s) and all their followers. 
 
But now, in the Vatican, we have two men in white who claim simultaneously to be 
popes, though not at the same level.  This is a very strange situation indeed, and we 
may wonder how it could be reconciled with the promises of Our Lord to appoint a single 
man, Peter, as the supreme shepherd of His Church: “Thou art Peter, and upon that 
rock, I will build My Church.”  This promise was given to Peter alone, and through him, 
to his successors.  There was no mention whatsoever of a share of responsibility between 
several men, as we can see today. 
 
After almost seven years of peaceful cohabitation of Francis with Benedict, the 



 

 

controversy around the publication of a book on priestly celibacy, coauthored by 
Benedict XVI and Cardinal Sarah, reveals how fragile is this situation.   
 
The coexistence of two popes, which started in 2013, by which two men seemingly share 
the papacy is completely new in the Church, and somehow revolutionary resulting in 
the weakening of the authority of the supreme pontiff. 
 
Now, who is going to be the winner of this new Vatican War? Joseph Ratzinger, the old 
revolutionary of the 1960’s, ‘converted’ into a conservative near the end of his life? Or is 
it going to be Jorge Bergoglio, who is an openly liberal?  In any case, we could not ignore 
that both men are sons of the Council Vatican II, the tragic event by which the ideals of 
the Revolution penetrated the Church. 
 
So, let us pray and offer our Lenten Sacrifices for our Holy Mother the Church, especially 
during the time of Lent. 
 
More precisely, we are inviting all of our faithful to join with the 40 Hours devotions, 
which will be held in our parishes of Southern Ontario just before Lent, to pray for our 
Holy Mother the Church, deeply affected by the crisis that keeps unfolding before our 
eyes. 
         Fr. Dominique Boulet 
 
40 Hours Devotions – timing of the exposition of the Bl. Sacrament 
 
Toronto: Sat. Feb 22, 9am-1pm; Sun. Feb 23, Noon-5pm; Mon. Feb 24, 8am-12pm 
St. Catharines: Saturday Feb 22, 1pm-7pm 
Orillia: Monday Feb. 24, 12pm-6pm 
New Hamburg: from Friday night Feb. 28 till Sunday March 1st 
 
St. Michael’s Priory - Tel: 416-251-0499 

o Fr. Dominique Boulet d.boulet@fsspx.email  Cell: 416-830-4796 
o Fr. Jules Belisle j.belisle@fsspx.email 
o Fr. Raymond Lillis r.lillis@fsspx.email 
o Parish Secretary secretary.toronto@fsspx.ca 

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Academy - Tel: 519-634-4932 

o Fr. David Sherry d.sherry@fsspx.email 
o Fr. Marcel Stannus m.stannus@fsspx.email 
o Fr. William MacGillivray w.macgillivray@fsspx.email 
o Parish & Academy Secretary stpeters@sspx.ca 

 
Websites:   

1. website for the SSPX in Southern Ontario:www.ontario.sspx.ca 
2. Official information website of the SSPX: http://fsspx.news/en 
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Activities: 
 

• Church of the Transfiguration, Toronto: 
• Special:  

o Vespers and Benediction, Sunday February 2 
o Youth meeting, Sunday February 9 
o Home Schoolers Day, Thursday February 20 
o Altar Boys practice, 3rd Sat. of the Month, Saturday February 15 
o Spiritual conference to Third Orders, Sunday, February 16 

 
• Regular:  

o Confessions every Saturday from 2 to 3pm.  Also, on Sunday 30 
minutes before each Mass.  Friday 6:30pm, and on request. 

o Rosary before the Bl. Sacrament Wednesday 7:00pm 
o Legion of Mary meetings: Tuesday 7:00pm 
o 2nd collection for St. Joseph Bursary, 2nd Sunday, Feb 9 
o 2nd collection for New Church Building Fund, 4th Sunday, Feb 23 

 
• Holy Face of Jesus Church – St. Catharines: 

o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o 1st Friday & Saturday devotions 
o Every Tuesday, from 7 to 8pm, Holy Hour devotion to the Holy Face 

 
• Church of the Canadian Martyrs, Orillia: 

o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o Catechism after Mass, Sunday February 9 
o Home Schoolers Day, Monday February 10 

 
• St. Peter’s Church, New Hamburg: 

 
Eucharistic Crusaders Intention for February: 

For Christian Mothers 
 

Our departed souls for February: 
Fr. Bruno Isenmann, Eileen Anderson, Julka Strazar, Joseph Gerspacher, Roger Boulet, 
Johannes Lim, Veronique St. Amour, Sandra Baird, Mary Teresa Cichowski, Inocenio 
Velazquez, Victorino Suriaga Sr., Lucaro Montenegro, Joe Dobko, Sheryl Owusu, Keith 
Van Nest, Larry Gagné, Michael Kondrat, Robert Delong, Corinna McKnight, Loretta 
Moore, Ashton Moore, Mr. Guy André Louis Fellay, Rose Demchuk, Angel Romvaldez, 
Emmanuel Kallos, Sharon Kondrat, William Bloxom, John Winter, Marie Decoteaux. 
 
Also please pray for the repose of the souls of Frances Dharmasetia, Frank Papania and 
Gunther Sinch, who passed away recently. 
 



 

 

Mission sponsored by the Fatima Centre 
 
 

We are happy to 
welcome the Fatima 
Centre to our church 
of St. Catharines, to 
record on video a 
mission given Fr. 
Isaac Relyea, on the 
Four Last Ends. 
 
Before each 
conference given by 
Fr. Isaac Relyea, one 
of the SSPX priests 
from St. Michael’s 
priory will offer Mass 
and hear 
confessions.  

 
www.fatima.org 
 
Location: Holy Face of Jesus Church, 181 Lake Street, St. Catharines 
 
Schedule: 
 
Thursday, February 20th 
Mass 6:00pm, Rosary 7:00pm, Conference by Fr. Isaac Relyea 7:30pm 
 
Friday, February 21st 
Mass 6:00pm, Rosary 7:00pm, Conference by Fr. Isaac Relyea 7:30pm 
 
Saturday, February 22nd 
Mass 9:00am, Rosary 10:30am, Conference by Fr. Isaac Relyea 11:00am 
 
Sunday, February 23rd 
Sunday Mass 10:00am, Conference by Fr. Isaac Relyea 1:00pm 
 
 

http://www.fatima.org/


 

 

SSPX Retreats for 2020:  
 

St. Césaire, QC  Register with St. Césaire 
Women Feb. 3 - 8   Men Feb. 17 - 22 

 
New Hamburg, ON  Register with New Hamburg 
Women July 26 - 31  Men Aug. 2 – 7 

***************************************************************************************************** 
 

Reading Material - Food for the Mind 
 

1. Can We Recognize and Resist? 
 
“Peter has no need of our lies or flattery. Those who blindly and indiscriminately defend every 
decision of the Supreme Pontiff are the very ones who do most to undermine the authority of 
the Holy See - they destroy instead of strengthening its foundations," Bishop Melchior Cano 
O.P., a theologian of the Council of Trent. 
 
By Robert J. Siscoe 
 
Archbishop Lefebvre famously said Satan's masterstroke in our day “is to have 
succeeded in sowing disobedience to all of Tradition in the name of obedience.” Indeed, 
over the past 50 years the entire “face” of the Church (what is seen) has been 
transformed in the name of obedience. Like our Lord during His Passion, the Church 
today is no longer recognizable, except in those places where Tradition has been 
maintained. A new religion has emerged within the walls of Holy Mother Church, which 
has supplanted, and all but eradicated, the “old religion”(…) 
 
Hold to Tradition 
 
In St. Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians, he discusses the great apostasy that 
will precede the rise of the antichrist. He notes that during this time men will lack love 
for the truth, which God will punish by sending them “the operation of error…that all 
may be judged who have not believed the truth.” He then admonishes the Thessalonians, 
“stand fast, and hold to the traditions which you have learned, whether by word or by 
our epistle”, thereby showing that adherence to tradition is the antidote that will protect 
them from being led astray during the time of apostasy. 
 
Four Centuries later, St. Vincent of Lerins asked what Catholics should do if the entire 
Church was infected by a “novel contagion”. He explained that, at such a time, the safe 



 

 

path is to cleave to tradition. He wrote: 
 
"What then will the Catholic Christian do, if a small part of the Church has cut 
itself off from the communion of the universal Faith? The answer is sure. He will 
prefer the healthiness of the whole body to the morbid and corrupt limb.  
 
"But what if some novel contagions try to infect the whole Church, and not merely 
a tiny part of it? Then he will take care to cleave to antiquity (tradition), which 
can never be led astray by any lying novelty.” 
 
(…) If we turn to tradition to guide us through the current crisis, we will be on the safe 
path. If we depart from tradition and embrace novelty, as heretics are want to do, we 
are sure to fall into error in one direction or another. Therefore, when faced with 
wayward prelates teaching strange and novel doctrines that undermine the Faith, we 
need only turn to tradition (antiquity and consent) to know how to respond. 
 
Obedience 
 
What is the obligation of Catholics during the unprecedented ecclesiastical crisis in 
which we find ourselves? Are we required to simply obey in all things, even when such 
obedience endangers our faith, and is being used by the enemies within to 
“fundamentally transform” the Church? Or can we resist evil or destructive commands 
while continuing to recognize those in positions of authority, thereby preserving the 
visibility of the Church? 
 
We can certainly resist any command that is objectively evil, and even those that 
constitute occasions of sin, or represent dangers to the faith. According to Suarez, we 
should even disobey commands that are contrary to good customs – even if the one 
commanding is the Pope. Wrote Suarez: 
 
"If [the Pope] gives an order contrary to good customs, he should not be obeyed; if 
he attempts to do something manifestly opposed to justice and the common good, 
it will be licit to resist him; if he attacks by force, by force he can be repelled, with 
a moderation appropriate to a just defense." 
 
(…) In our day, when the Faith is being undermined continuously by ravening wolves in 
the hierarchy – all the way to the very highest pinnacle of the Church – the faithful are 
more than justified in resisting them in the exercise of their authority without, however, 
denying their authority to rule. Those who claim it is not permissible to Recognize and 



 

 

Resist wayward prelates have themselves departed from antiquity and consent, in this 
respect. 
 
Beware of False Prophets 
 
(…)Our Lord permitted this unprecedented crisis in the Church to erupt during the 
“information age”. This has both a positive and a negative aspect. It is a positive insofar 
as the faithful have access to catechisms, the writings of the theologians and the 
Fathers, the Popes, and Councils – all at their fingertips. If someone really wants to 
know what the Church teaches today, he can find it. The negative aspect of the modern 
means of communication is that the scandalous actions and statements of the Pope are 
broadcast for all the world to see. 
 
The prudent person will use the unprecedented availability of good information to study 
the faith by reading only the catechisms and encyclicals prior to 1960 (when the crisis 
erupted), and respond to the negative aspect (knowledge of scandals coming from those 
in authority) by turning a deaf ear to the novelties emanating from members of the 
hierarchy – especially those coming from “the very top”, where, according to Cardinal 
Ciappi, the Third Secret of Fatima predicted that “the great apostasy in the Church will 
begin.” 
 
There is nothing un-Catholic about paying little or no attention to the currently reigning 
pope. For the first 1900 years, most Catholics went about their daily lives without being 
concerned, or even aware, of what was happening in Rome. To demonstrate this, Blessed 
Juniper Serra, O.F.M, (d. 1784), a missionary priest in California, was so unaware of 
the goings-on in Rome that he didn’t even know the Pope’s name. In a letter to a confrere 
in Europe, Fr. Serra asked his friend if he would be so kind as to provide him with the 
Pope’s name: “when you get an opportunity” wrote Fr. Serra, will you “inform me what 
the most Holy Father, the reigning Pope, is called, that I may put his name in the Canon 
of the Mass”. 
 
This shows that Catholics have no duty to bother themselves with the daily or weekly 
events in Rome – especially during the current crisis, when such events could endanger 
their faith. On the other hand, since the scandals are being broadcast so widely and 
doing so much harm, it is necessary for those who are strong in the Faith speak up and 
publicly resist the novelties that undermine the Faith. In extraordinary times such as 
these, when the Pope himself speaks with the “voice of a stranger,” (John 10:5) our 
primary duty is to protect and defend the Faith. In The Liturgical Year, Dom Prosper 



 

 

Guéranger wrote: 
 
“When the shepherd becomes a wolf, the first duty of the flock is to defend itself. 
(…) The true children of Holy Church, at such times, are those who walk by the 
light of their Baptism, not the cowardly souls who, under the specious pretext of 
submission to the powers that be, delay their opposition to the enemy in the hope 
of receiving instructions [to do so] which are neither necessary nor desirable." 
 
Conclusion 
 
Those who hold fast to antiquity and consent, as taught by St. Vincent of Lerins, will be 
preserved from many errors during the present crisis. They will know that Catholics 
can recognize the authority of a prelate, while resisting him in the exercise of authority 
(Galatians 1:8-10). They will know that obedience to particular commands should be 
refused when the command itself is sinful (Pope Leo XIII), or contrary to good customs 
(Suarez), and they will know that obedience to general laws can be set aside in 
extraordinary circumstances (Epikeia, Mt. 12:1-4). By holding to tradition and the 
teaching of the Magisterium, they will also know that a pope who deviates from the Faith 
can be contradicted, without having to declare that he has ceased to be Pope. (Pope Paul 
IV) 
 
To maintain the straight and narrow path during the present crisis, we simply need to 
follow the teaching of St. Paul by standing fast and holding to tradition (2 Thess. 2:14) 
which, as St. Vincent of Lerins said, can never be led astray by any lying novelty”. 
 
 
Note: this is an abridged version of an article published in the 2015 issue of Catholic 
Family News, courtesy of that publication.  
The complete article can be found at www.trueorfalsepope.com 
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Mass Times for February 2020 
 

 Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

1  St. Ignatius of Antioch 
 & 1st Saturday of the 

Month 

9am HH 
10:00am 

 Mass 
8:00am 
Dev. after 

8:00am Orillia 
6:00pm 

2  Sunday - Purification 
of Our Lady - 
Candlemas 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

3  Ferial (St. Blaise) 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

4  St. Andre Corsini 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

5  St. Agatha 7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

6  St. Titus 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

7  St. Romuald & 1st 
Friday of the Month 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

HH 5pm 
Mass 6pm 

6:30pm 
Mass + HH 

6:30am  

8  St. John of Matha 7:15am 
8:00am 

9:00am 8:00am 8:00am  

9  Septuagesima Sunday 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

10  St. Scholastica 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am Orillia 
11:00am 

11  Our Lady of Lourdes 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

12  The 7 Founders of the 
Servite Order 

7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

13  Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

14  Ferial 7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm 6:30am  

15  Our Lady on 
Saturdays (Sts. 
Faustinus & Jovita) 

7:15am 
8:00am 

9:00am 8:00am   

16  Sexagesima Sunday 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

 Orillia 
10:00am 

17  Ferial 7:15am  6:30pm   



 

 

 

 Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

18 Ferial (St. Simeon) 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am   

19  Ferial 7:15am 
Ros. 7:00pm 

 8:00am   

20  Ferial 7:15am 6:00pm 8:00am   

21  Ferial 7:15am 
7:00pm 

6:00pm 6:30pm   

22  Chair of St. Peter 7:15am 
8:00am 

9:00am 10:00am  Sudbury 

23  Quinquagesima 
Sunday 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

 Sudbury 
10:00am 
Orillia 
10:00am 

24  Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am Orillia 
6:00pm 

25  St. Mathias 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

26  Ash Wednesday 7:15am 
7:00pm 

6:00pm 10:30am 
6:30pm 

 Orillia 
6:00pm 

27  Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 
5:30pm 

11:00am  

28  Ferial (St. Gabriel of 
OL of Sorrows) 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

6:30pm  6:30pm  

29  Ferial 8:00am 9:00am  11:00am  

Mar 
1st 

1st Sunday in Lent 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 10:00am 
5:00pm Vesp 
& Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 


	 Holy Face of Jesus Church – St. Catharines:
	o Confessions usually one hour before Mass
	o 1st Friday & Saturday devotions
	o Every Tuesday, from 7 to 8pm, Holy Hour devotion to the Holy Face
	 Church of the Canadian Martyrs, Orillia:
	For Christian Mothers
	Mass Times for February 2020
	Feasts 
	1. St. Ignatius of Antioch
	2. & 1st Saturday of the Month
	3. Sunday - Purification of Our Lady - Candlemas
	4. Ferial (St. Blaise)
	5. St. Andre Corsini
	6. St. Agatha
	7. St. Titus
	8. St. Romuald & 1st Friday of the Month
	9. St. John of Matha
	10. Septuagesima Sunday
	11. St. Scholastica
	12. Our Lady of Lourdes
	13. The 7 Founders of the Servite Order
	14. Ferial
	15. Ferial
	16. Our Lady on Saturdays (Sts. Faustinus & Jovita)
	17. Sexagesima Sunday
	18. Ferial
	Feasts 
	Ferial (St. Simeon)
	19. Ferial
	20. Ferial
	21. Ferial
	22. Chair of St. Peter
	23. Quinquagesima Sunday
	24. Ferial
	25. St. Mathias
	26. Ash Wednesday
	27. Ferial
	28. Ferial (St. Gabriel of OL of Sorrows)
	29. Ferial
	1st Sunday in Lent

