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David and Absalon 

Dear Faithful, 

  
While imprisoned in Rome, and shortly before his martyrdom, St. Paul wrote a letter to 
Timothy, to exhort the young disciple to apply to his duties in the apostolate, making 
good use of the Holy Scripture, the Word of God: “All scripture, inspired of God, is 
profitable to teach, to reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice,”1 
 
The advice given to the young shepherd of souls in the early years of Christianity is still 
valid in our times.  Holy Scripture was inspired by God, and men from all times can 
draw from it what is needed for the conduct of their personal life. 
 
But the story that I would like to offer to your meditation today seems to be far from 
uplifting.  As a matter of fact, the story of David and Absalon is all about sin of adultery, 
fighting and blood, but it is reported in the Old Testament2, for our instruction. 
 
So, let us consider the revolt of Absalom against his father King David.  Absalom had 
been sent into exile by his father David, on account of the murder of his brother Amnon.  
But Absalom, who was a very social man, was quite frustrated from being kept away 
from the ostentatious display of the royal court of King David in Jerusalem. 
 
Moreover, Absalom was proud and very ambitious.  Thus, he conceived the project to be 
reinstated in the royal court of Jerusalem, eventually by means of overthrowing his 
father David and replacing him as king of Israel. 
 
In order to achieve his perverted plans, Absalom dedicated himself to win popularity 
among the people of Israel.  He was greeting the people coming to the royal palace to be 
judged by the king, always giving his approval to their complaints, while having little 
concern about justice and equity. He was telling them that he was sorry to find out that 
nobody offered to help them till he came to their rescue, because the king is too old, and 
surrounded by ill advisers3.   Little by little, he was gaining support and building up his 
own popularity at the expense of King David’s. 
 
As he found a favourable time, Absalom went to Hebron where he was self-proclaimed 
king.  In a short time, all Israel followed Absalom, and David had no choice but to escape.   
 
At he was running away for his life, David realised that the revolt of his own son Absalom 
was the chastisement permitted by God to punish him for the sin of adultery with 
Bethsabee.  As usual, David consulted God by means of the ephod, but God remained 

 
1 II Timothy III, 16 
2 II Kings XV to XVIII 
3 Cf. Flavius Joseph, a Jewish historian 



 

 

silent.  David interpreted that silence as a sign that he had to do more penance for his 
sin. 
 
Later, it happened that a wicked man approached David, cursing and throwing stones 
at him: “come out, man of blood, man of Belial… The Lord hath given the kingdom into 
the hand of Absalom… because thou art a man of blood.”  Abisai, one of the companions 
of David, reacted right away: “why should this dead dog curse my lord the king?  I will 
go and cut off his head.”  But King David held his peace: “let him alone that he may 
curse as the Lord hath bidden him. Perhaps the Lord may look upon my affliction and 
render me good for the cursing of this day.” 
 
David knew that the revolt of his son Absalom and the cursing that he was being subject 
were permitted by God as a chastisement for his past sins, and he accepted willingly 
these humiliations. 
 
Eventually, God permitted that justice be made; Absalom was defeated, and King David 
was reinstated as king of Israel in Jerusalem. 
 
Now, could we say that the story of David and Absalom is only something from the past, 
without consequences beyond their lifetime?  Not really.  On the contrary, I would like 
to explain how to use it as a key to understand some present-day events affecting us in 
2019! 
 
David was a holy man, but one day he fell into sin out of weakness, because he neglected 
the basic rules of the spiritual life: he stayed idle and neglected to stay away from the 
occasions of sin.  The fall of David was abyssal and led him to commit a series of mortal 
sins, in particular adultery and murder.   
 
For a while, David was not feeling guilty at all, and it took the rebuke of Prophet Nathan 
to make him to start to realise the seriousness of his fault.  Later, the revolt of his own 
son Absalom led him to fully understand the situation.  At that time, David accepted 
this serious chastisement as the penance God requested him to do for his sins.  David 
willingly accomplished his penance, up to the point that and he is now venerated as one 
of the most holy men of the Old Testament.   
 
On the other hand, Absalom was a very bright but ambitious man, looking for decorum 
and popularity.  When was working to build up support from the public, he was acting 
like few politicians of our times, whose main concern is to get into power, while 
promising more money for the people.  It is amazing to see how prevalent is that attitude, 
during the time of the electoral campaigns, as we can see right now in our country.  It 
seems that the real issues are ignored and rather replaced by some vague promises to 
pour the manna of the public funds onto greedy citizens. 
 



 

 

Absalom’s only concern was to kick David out of power and replace as king over Israel. 
For a while, he was successful, and God permitted the holy King David to be persecuted 
by his own son, on account of his past sins.   
 
The social reign of Our Lord Jesus-Christ, Son of David, has David has been overthrown 
outside of the public realm by modern-day “Absaloms”.  They reduce the meaning of the 
motto of Canada “A mari usque ad mare” (from sea to sea) to the mere secular and 
geographical field.  Rather, we should keep in mind that such motto is a verbatim quote 
from Psalm 71, in which Kind David express the extent of the reign of the Messiah to 
come, from sea to sea! 
 
What lesson can we draw form that story?  Beware of modern-day Absaloms but work 
for the restoration of the reign of Christ, “Son of David”, the King of heaven and earth! 
 

Father Dominique Boulet  

 
Websites:   

1. website for the SSPX in Southern Ontario:www.ontario.sspx.ca 
2. Official information website of the SSPX: http://fsspx.news/en 
3. Catechisms, sermons and more from SSPX priests: SSPX Multimedia 

resources:  https://sites.google.com/site/credo2019/ 

 

St. Michael’s Priory - Tel: 416-251-0499 

o Fr. Dominique Boulet d.boulet@fsspx.email  Cell: 416-830-4796 

o Fr. Jules Belisle j.belisle@fsspx.email 

o Fr. Raymond Lillis r.lillis@fsspx.email 
o General Information, including bulletin emailing info.toronto@fsspx.ca 

o Parish Secretary admin.toronto@fsspx.ca 

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Academy - Tel: 519-634-4932 

o Fr. David Sherry d.sherry@fsspx.email 

o Fr. Marcel Stannus m.stannus@fsspx.email 
o Fr. William MacGillivray w.macgillivray@fsspx.email 

o Parish & Academy Secretary stpeters@sspx.ca 

 

Activities: 
• Church of the Transfiguration, Toronto: 

• Special:  
o Vespers and Benediction, Sunday October 6 
o Presentation of the church project, Sunday October 6 
o Fatima procession, Sunday October 13, after the 10:30am Mass 
o Youth group, Sunday October 13, in the afternoon 
o Home Schoolers Day, Thursday October 17 
o Altar Boys practice, Saturday October 19 
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o Conference to Third Order members, Sunday October 20 
o Christ the King Procession of the Bl. Sac. Sunday October 27 

• Regular:  
o Confessions on Saturday 2-3pm and on request before Mass 
o Rosary before the Bl. Sacrament Wednesdays 7:00pm 
o Legion of Mary meetings: Tuesdays 7:00pm 
o 2nd collection for St. Joseph Bursary, 2nd Sunday of the Month 
o 2nd collection for Building Fund for a new church, 4th Sunday of 

the Month, October 27.  Write “Building Fund” on the envelopes. 
 

• Holy Face of Jesus Church – St. Catharines: 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o 1st Friday & Saturday devotions 
o Children catechism, TBA 
o Every Tuesday, from 7 to 8pm, Holy Hour devotion to the Holy Face 

• Church of the Canadian Martyrs, Orillia: 
o Confessions usually one hour before Mass 
o Catechism after Mass, TBA 
o Home Schoolers Day, Monday October 7 

• St. Peter’s Church, New Hamburg: 
o For more information, see the monthly bulletin from St. Peter’s 

 

Eucharistic Crusaders Intention for October: 
for a greater devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 
Our departed souls for October:    
 
Fr. Bonneterre, Fr. Jolicoeur, Michael Davies, Leo-Candide Violette, Patrick Sharpe, 
Brian McMath, Murray Keating, Lillian Larson, Laurentia Rushton, Betty Daniels, 
Manuel Coutu, & Franz Ballachay, Larry Pidgeon and Rose Jesudhason, Kornel 
Molnar, Matthew Rinella, Viv McPhail, Ruth Daniels  
 
    Requiescant in pace.     

 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

Food for Thought 

 

1. The Canadian Bishops and the Federal elections 
 



 

 

A critique of the 2019 Federal Election guide issued by the CCCB 

 

Back in 2015, I had the occasion to comment a document published by the 
CCCB as guideline for the Federal elections. Now, let us consider the 2019 
version of the election guidelines, named “Voting as Catholics.” 

 

Looking at different documents published over the past century, we gather that 
Canadian bishops and priests have been used to giving guidelines to their flock 
at the time of elections.  Since the beginning of the parliamentary system in 
Canada, Church leaders, concerned by the care of their flock, have regularly 
addressed the issue of the moral obligation to vote.  The 1919 Appendix to the 
Roman Ritual, published by order of the Fathers of the First Plenary Council of 
Quebec, gives some specific guidelines for the official announcement made by the 
parish priest on the Sunday preceding Election Day. 

“During the course of this week, you will be called upon, Dear Brethren, to elect a 
deputy (deputies) to represent this electoral division in Federal Parliament (or in 
the Provincial Legislature). 

Realize then that Almighty God will require you to render an account of all your 
thoughts, words and actions during elections as well as at all other times. 

While giving to the political interests of the country all the attention which they 
deserve, while trying to appreciate at their true worth the persons and principles 
involved, be ever mindful lest the business of this world, which passes like a 
shadow, should cause you to forget the one necessary business of preparation for 
an eternity which shall never pass and which is your last end. 

Hear the candidates, who come to express their platform in your midst, with the 
calm polite attention which the questions deserve. Be on the lookout however for 
false principles and deceit. Should you encounter such, the most effective means 
of protesting is to quit the meeting. 

And, as all light comes to us from God, do not forget, Dear Brethren, to pray and 
to have prayers said in your homes in order that candidates, officers, and voters 
may conduct themselves with a clean conscience.” 

 

We find the same recommendations almost word for word in the Acts and Decrees 
of the Fifth Synod of Ottawa, held in 1949.  On top of that, a strong reminder is 
given to the priests to “refrain from discussing political matters in public, 
especially from the pulpit.” But “They may do so when invited by their bishops in 
order to safeguard the interests of religion in a particular instance.”   

 

In any case, before the Council of Vatican II, it was always understood that the 



 

 

priests have the special duty “to bring to the attention of the faithful certain moral 
principles which are sometimes forgotten at the time of an election.” 

 

Besides the reminding of the common rules of prudence at the time of the 
elections, bishops of old had some other concerns, like for example to warn 
against the evil of drunkenness, with its consequences, at the time of elections; 
then to warn against perjury; and lastly to clearly condemn any kind of selling of 
the votes. 
 

But now what are the concerns of the Canadian Bishops on the eve of the 2019 
Elections?  It seems that drunkenness, perjury or the selling of votes are now 
things of the past, or at least not a major concern for our pastors.  
 

So, what are the advices given by the Canadian Bishops on the eve of the 2019 
Federal elections?  We find the answer in a document published by the CCCB 
that claims to provide guidance to lay faithful on how to vote for politicians.   

 

The first section of the 2019 document speaks about ‘voting, a right and 
responsibility’, and it is very similar to the directives given in 2015. However, it 
adds that the electoral campaign gives to Catholics a chance to interact with the 
candidates, raising awareness about their values and views.  What does it mean, 
in plain English? At the time when that candidates look at numbers, our 
interaction with them may bear little interest to candidates who consider us as 
a scattered minority. 

 

Back in 2015, the CCCB guide gave some ‘examples of the application of Catholic 
moral and social teaching’, but such examples are lacking from the 2019 version, 
and replaced by some vague considerations of what the Canadian bishops 
consider as ‘Christian beliefs’, namely ‘Working to build a better society: Canada 
in the World: providing leadership for Justice and Peace.’ 

 

The 2015 version stated that choosing life implies ‘demanding the right to life for 
even the smallest among us’ as well as the need to ‘raise our voices against 
practices like physician assisted suicide and euthanasia, which deny the intrinsic 
value of human life, endanger the lives of vulnerable people, and threaten to 
morally compromise medical professionals.’ 

 

Words like ‘demanding’ and ‘raising our voices’ quietly disappeared from the 2019 
guide, which says that ‘the principles of respect for life from conception to natural 
death and the dignity of the human person should influence how Christians assess 
a party’s position on key moral issues.’  But what happened between 2015 and 



 

 

2019 that may explain such change in tone?  It is Bill C-14, passed in June 2016, 
which legalized euthanasia in Canada.  Prior to Bill C-14, the Canadian bishops 
raised their voice and Cardinal Collins appeared before  special joint 
parliamentary committee to express his concerns about ‘forcing doctors who 
object to euthanasia and assisted suicide to make an effective referral, and forcing 
publicly funded institutions to provide euthanasia and assisted suicide.’  but the 
voices of the Canadian bishops were not heard and could not stop the Liberal 
government from legalizing euthanasia.  Furthermore, according to a report 
published by Lifesitenews in April 2019, Canada’s bishops were consulted on 
and agreed to secret guidelines by Catholic health sponsors that allow third-party 
euthanasia assessments of medically frail patients in Catholic health care 
facilities, something scandalous that could explain the weak reminder of the 
‘principles of respect of life from conception to natural death’ which is found in the 

2019 election guidelines. 

 

Regarding abortion, we should not forget that the 2015 guidelines were already 
weak because they limited themselves to ‘demanding the right to life for even the 
smallest among us – the human embryo and the foetus’.  At a time when were 
expecting a strong reminder of the rights to life and a clear condemnation of 
abortion, we find here a rather weak and shallow statement that was very 
disappointing.  It seems that the Canadian bishops don’t want to acknowledge 
the fact that Canada has one of the worst legislations in the world regarding 
abortion, with absolutely no protection of the unborn.  They also don’t  want to 
report the fact that most Parties running in the Federal Elections are following 
an aggressive policy against the unborn babies by refusing to open a debate on 
abortion.  How is it possible that the Official guide published by the Canadian 
Bishops seems to ignore that a that is public knowledge?   

 

This is really sad, because such silence will be interpreted as blanket permission 
for Catholics to cast their vote for openly pro-abortion and pro-gay candidates. 

 

Last but not least, we must report that, in the said document, nothing is said 
about the evil of contraception, a historical sticking point for the Canadian 

Bishops, who rejected in 1968 the Encyclical Letter Humanae Vitae by means 
of the infamous Winnipeg Statement, by which they rejected Paul VI 
condemnation of contraception.  As a matter of fact, the Canadian bishops have 
never formally retracted the Winnipeg Statement.  This explains their weak 
attitude in the defense of the life of the unborn. 

 

But what really sticks out about that guide, is not so much in what it says, but 
in what it doesn’t say.  It gives lots of attention to problems that are real but not 
relevant to the Catholic Faith and, at the same time, it is seriously lacking by its 



 

 

silence on the evils of our time that are destroying our Western world, that is to 
say: divorce, abortion, contraception, homosexuality and transgender etc…  

 

Moreover, this guide is particularly disturbing because it makes no distinction 
between those matters that are intrinsically evil, like the crimes against life, and 
those that bear no moral weight at all, such as ‘respect the planet, our common 
home.’ 
 

The Federal Election Guide is a typical example of the great confusion among the 
leaders of the Catholic Church, and is a direct consequence of the abandonment 
of the principles of the Social Reign of Our Lord Jesus Christ at the favour of the 
declaration Dignitatis Humanae of Vatican II on religious liberty.  When Our 
Lord is no more the King of the society, men follow all kinds of dreams and they 
lose their focus on the essential. 
 

What our country needs the most right now, is courageous religious leaders who, 

following the example of Bishop Ignace Bourget of Montreal (1799-1885) will 

uphold the rights of the Church as guardian of 

public morals.  In the middle of the 19th century, 

that holy bishop was not afraid to publicly remind 

the people of  the rights of the Church to interfere 

in politics, and to remind the country of the 

absolute rights of God over society, against the 

liberal press: “The Liberal paper is the one that 

claims, among other things, to be free in its religious 

and political opinions; that would like the Church to 

be separate from the State; and that in a word refuses 

to recognize the right of religion to have anything to do 

with politics, even when the interests of faith and 

morals are at stake.” 

Let us pray that the good Lord will give to Canada 

bishops full of courage and zeal, following the example 

of Bishop Bourget! 

 

Fr. Dominique Boulet, sspx 

 

Bishop Ignace Bourget 



 

 

2. Books of the month: 

 

2.1. Fatima, a spiritual light for our times 

Volumes I, II and III 

By Fr. Karl Stehlin, sspx, Kolbe publications. 

This book aims to be an answer to the request of all those who 

want to know more profoundly the message and the 

spirituality of Fatima” (Foreword). 

The structure of the body is very simple - historical events and 

a commentary of each event. Each chapter deals with each 

apparition (Chapters 2-4 deals with the three apparitions of 

the angel and the remaining deals with that of Our Lady). 

Every commentary reflects sound doctrine with solid piety. 

In this beautiful book of explanation on the apparition of Fatima, Fr. Karl 

Stehlin offers an inspiring way of renewing our reading of one of the most 

important events of our times. He proposes to explain the facts not only 

as something of the past, but one that has repercussions in the life of the 

Church today. (p.148). We have here solid doctrine and deep spirituality 

such as should be found in any literature on Our Lady. 

 

2.2. Rosary Warfare 

This book contains numerous ways of praying the Rosary with 
many beautiful coloured pictures of stained-glass windows to 
inspire us. Specially included are a Douay-Rheims Scriptural 
Rosary, two other Rosary formats with thoughts for each Hail 
Mary, the Rosary with additions to each Hail Mary, a Latin Vulgate 
Rosary and a Gregorian Chant Rosary. This book will be a great 
help for anyone wanting to meditate well upon the mysteries of the 
Rosary, alone or with others. 
 
An excellent guide to meditate the Rosary during the Month of 
October! 
 
St. Raphael’s publications, 160 pages 

 



 

 

Mass Times for October 2019 

 

 Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

Sep. 
29 

1. Dedication of St. 
Michael 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm 
Vespers & 
Ben. 

Orillia 
10:00am 

30 2. St. Jerome 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

Oct. 
1 

3. Ferial (St. Remigius) 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am   

2 4. The Holy Guardian 
Angels 

7:15am 
Ros. 7pm 

 8:00am 10:30am  

3 5. St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus 

7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

4 6. St. Francis & 1st Fri. of 
the Month 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

HH 5pm 
Mass 6pm 

6:30pm 
Mass + HH 

6:30am  

5 7. Our Lady on Saturdays 
& 1st Sat. of the Month 

9am HH 
10:00am 

Dev 9:00am 
Mass 10:00am 

8am Mass  
Dev. after 

8:00am  

6 8. 17th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Solemnity of the Rosary 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm 
Vespers & 
Ben 

Orillia 
10:00am 

7 9. Our Lady of the Rosary 7:15am  8:00am  Orillia 
11:00am 

8 10. St. Bridget 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

9 11. St. John Leonard 7:15am 
Ros. 7pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

10 12. St. Francis Borgia 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

11 13. The Divine 
Motherhood of Mary 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm 6:30am  

12 14. Our Lady on Saturdays 8:00am 9:00am 8:00am 8:00am  

13 15. 18th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm 
Vespers & 
Ben 

Orillia 
10:00am 

14 16. St. Callistus 7:15am 
8:00am 

 8:00am -  

15 17. St. Teresa of Avila 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

16 18. St. Margaret D’Youville 7:15am 
Ros. 7pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  



 

 

 

 

 19. Feasts  Toronto St. 
Catharines 

St Peter’s 
New 
Hamburg 

OLMC 
New 
Hamburg 

Orillia/ 
Sudbury 

17 20. St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque 

7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

18 21. St. Luke 7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm 6:30am  

19 22. St. Peter of Alcantara 8:00am 9:00am 8:00am -  

20 23. 19th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

- Orillia 
10:00am 

21 24. Ferial (St. Hilarion) 7:15am  - 6:00pm  

22 25. Ferial 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am -  

23 26. St. Anthony Mary 
Claret 

7:15am 
Ros. 7pm 

 8:00am -  

24 27. St. Raphael 7:15am  8:00am -  

25 28. Ferial (St. Chrysanthus 
& Daria) 

7:15am 
7:00pm 

 6:30pm -  

26 29. Our Lady on Saturdays 8:00am  8:00am - Sudbury 

27 30. Christ the King 8:00am 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

10:00am 7:30am 
10:00am 

5:00pm 
Vespers & 
Ben. 

Sudbury 
10:00am 

Orillia 
10:00am 

28 31. Sts. Simon & Jude 7:15am  8:00am 11:10am  

29 32. Ferial 7:15am 
6:00pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

30 33. Ferial 7:15am 
Ros. 7pm 

 8:00am 11:10am  

31 34. Ferial 7:15am  8:00am 
5:30pm 

-  


